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§ 200.429 Commencement and convoca-
tion costs. 

For IHEs, costs incurred for com-
mencements and convocations are un-
allowable, except as provided for in 
(B)(9) Student Administration and 
Services, in appendix III to this part, 
as activity costs. 

[85 FR 49565, Aug. 13, 2020] 

§ 200.430 Compensation—personal 
services. 

(a) General. Compensation for per-
sonal services includes all remunera-
tion, paid currently or accrued, for 
services of employees rendered during 
the period of performance under the 
Federal award, including but not nec-
essarily limited to wages and salaries. 
Compensation for personal services 
may also include fringe benefits which 
are addressed in § 200.431. Costs of com-
pensation are allowable to the extent 
that they satisfy the specific require-
ments of this part, and that the total 
compensation for individual employ-
ees: 

(1) Is reasonable for the services ren-
dered and conforms to the established 
written policy of the non-Federal enti-
ty consistently applied to both Federal 
and non-Federal activities; 

(2) Follows an appointment made in 
accordance with a non-Federal entity’s 
laws and/or rules or written policies 
and meets the requirements of Federal 
statute, where applicable; and 

(3) Is determined and supported as 
provided in paragraph (i) of this sec-
tion, when applicable. 

(b) Reasonableness. Compensation for 
employees engaged in work on Federal 
awards will be considered reasonable to 
the extent that it is consistent with 
that paid for similar work in other ac-
tivities of the non-Federal entity. In 
cases where the kinds of employees re-
quired for Federal awards are not found 
in the other activities of the non-Fed-
eral entity, compensation will be con-
sidered reasonable to the extent that it 
is comparable to that paid for similar 
work in the labor market in which the 
non-Federal entity competes for the 
kind of employees involved. 

(c) Professional activities outside the 
non-Federal entity. Unless an arrange-
ment is specifically authorized by a 

Federal awarding agency, a non-Fed-
eral entity must follow its written non- 
Federal entity-wide policies and prac-
tices concerning the permissible extent 
of professional services that can be pro-
vided outside the non-Federal entity 
for non-organizational compensation. 
Where such non-Federal entity-wide 
written policies do not exist or do not 
adequately define the permissible ex-
tent of consulting or other non-organi-
zational activities undertaken for 
extra outside pay, the Federal Govern-
ment may require that the effort of 
professional staff working on Federal 
awards be allocated between: 

(1) Non-Federal entity activities, and 
(2) Non-organizational professional 

activities. If the Federal awarding 
agency considers the extent of non-or-
ganizational professional effort exces-
sive or inconsistent with the conflicts- 
of-interest terms and conditions of the 
Federal award, appropriate arrange-
ments governing compensation will be 
negotiated on a case-by-case basis. 

(d) Unallowable costs. (1) Costs which 
are unallowable under other sections of 
these principles must not be allowable 
under this section solely on the basis 
that they constitute personnel com-
pensation. 

(2) The allowable compensation for 
certain employees is subject to a ceil-
ing in accordance with statute. For the 
amount of the ceiling for cost-reim-
bursement contracts, the covered com-
pensation subject to the ceiling, the 
covered employees, and other relevant 
provisions, see 10 U.S.C. 2324(e)(1)(P), 
and 41 U.S.C. 1127 and 4304(a)(16). For 
other types of Federal awards, other 
statutory ceilings may apply. 

(e) Special considerations. Special con-
siderations in determining allowability 
of compensation will be given to any 
change in a non-Federal entity’s com-
pensation policy resulting in a substan-
tial increase in its employees’ level of 
compensation (particularly when the 
change was concurrent with an in-
crease in the ratio of Federal awards to 
other activities) or any change in the 
treatment of allowability of specific 
types of compensation due to changes 
in Federal policy. 

(f) Incentive compensation. Incentive 
compensation to employees based on 
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